
A CONCISE SUMMARY OF THE PUBLIC HEARINGS

This is a concise summary of the public 
hearing on Bill 132.

It shows you who was for, who was 
against and it summarizes the main 
arguments made by experts and 
government agencies to support their 
position.

"You don't ask an 
Attorney General to be 
the dog expert … The 
bottom line is it's going 
to be up to the 
experts."
- Michael Bryant

BILL 132

Prepared by Julie King on behalf of the Staffordshire Bull Terrier Club of Canada using the Hansard Transcripts
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FOR THE BREED BAN

Advocates For The Underdog 
American Staffordshire Terrier Club Of Canada
American Veterinary Medical Association
Animal Aide Association Of St.Thomas-Elgin
Animal Alliance Of Canada
Animal Hospital Of Kitchener-Waterloo
Association Of Animal Shelter Administrators Of Ontario
Banned Aid Coalition
Barrie Kennel & Obedience Club 
Beaver Creek Animal Hospital
Best Behaved Dog Academy 
Bracebridge Animal Hospital
Brantford & District Kennel & Obedience Club
Canadian Association Of Professional Pet Dog Trainers
Canadian Dog Judges Association
Canadian Federation Of Humane Societies
Canadian Kennel Club (CKC)
Canadian Veterinary Medical Association
Cat & Jack K9 Safety
Dog Legislation Council Of Canada
Dog Legislation Council Of Canada, Ontario Chapter
Dogwatch.Net
Georgina Kennel And Obedience Club
Golden Horseshoe American Pit Bull Terrier Club
Grey-Bruce Veterinary Association  
Happy Dog Communications
Human-Animal Bond Association Of Canada
Humane Society Of Canada
K-9 Concepts Inc
National Capital Coalition For People & Dogs
National Companion Animal Coalition
North American Flyball Association 
Ontario Society For The Prevention Of Cruelty To Animals
Ontario Veterinary Medical Association
Ottawa Kennel Club
Paws-Itively Obedient
Project Jessie (Animal Protection Institute)
Rottweiler Club Of Canada
Royal Society For The Prevention Of Cruelty To Animals
Staffordshire Arms, Sbtcc
Staffordshire Bull Terrier Club of Canada
Toronto Humane Society
United Kennel Club
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AGAINST THE BREED BAN
experts experts

individuals

individuals

BILL 132 SUMMARY OF THOSE FOR & AGAINST THE PROPOSED BAN

government agents

City Of Mississauga
Greater Sudbury Animal Control 
& Shelter Services

City Of Brantford
City Of Kitchener**
City Of Toronto Police Service
Police Association Of Ontario

government agents

*
**

Support does not include the SBT
Support does not include the CKC registered breeds



MAIN REASONS FOR THE BAN

Dangerous dog legislation that applies equally to all dogs 
is a much better option for the province.

The Winnipeg experience is not a success; bites went up 
and bites by 2 other breeds went up substantially. Calgary's 
dangerous dog legislation cut bites by 70% and it pays for 
itself through licensing and fines.

"Pit bulls" are not responsible for a disproporationate 
number of serious attacks or fatalities. Distorted statistics 
have been used.

The real problem lies with irresponsible owners. Stiffer fines 
and penalties and an intolerance for dangerous behaviour 
are the right solution.

There is no such thing as a "pit bull". The weak definition 
will make enforcement difficult if not impossible. It will also 
capture dogs outside of this category.

The ban includes CKC registered purebreds that have been 
proven to be no threat.

The ban will decrease public safety around dogs as it 
creates the incorrect belief that the problem of serious 
biters has been addressed.

The ban will cost between $4 - $20 million dollars a year 
and will go towards housing, litigation for healthy dogs.

The ban unjustly punishes responsible owners and makes 
them second class citizens.

This ban will result in the unecessary death of as many as 
7,000 healthy dogs.

MAIN REASONS AGAINST THE BAN

BILL 132 SUMMARY OF ARGUMENTS FOR & AGAINST THE BAN

"Pit bull" attacks are alleged to be qualitatively different, 
they are said to hold on, not quit and are very hard to kill. 
These attacks are alleged to be more severe.

Because "pit bulls" were bred to fight proponents of the 
ban believe they are more dangerous and that this is 
genetic. They also believe that these dogs are responsible 
for a disproportionate number of serious attacks or 
fatalities according to a US study. 

Winnipeg has said that when you ban "pit bulls" you 
eliminate "pit bull" attacks. This is needed in the interest of 
public safety.

There are more media reports of attacks by "pit bulls".

People should not be held hostage in their communities by 
their fear of off-leash "pit bull" type dogs.

This legislation is reasonable because it allows people to 
keep their dogs.

Public safety is more important than the right to own a 
particular type of dog.
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